St Colmcille’s Parish, Ballyhackamore, Belfast
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
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Mission Statement
Encouraging Our Community To Grow in                                  Faith, Love and Service Through Christ
	Parish Pastoral Council ?  

Me ?

Why not me !




What is a Parish Pastoral Council ?

The Parish Pastoral Council is a leadership group through which the priest and people work together as partners, in furthering the mission of Christ in our parish.

 It is concerned with the pastoral activities of parish life and aims to build up a vibrant Christian community that is rooted in Baptism and marked by its faith, worship and service.
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Who is on our Parish Pastoral Council?

To fulfil its role the Pastoral Council needs to be a representative body in which the diversity of the parish community is reflected. 
Members represent the whole parish community and not just a particular geographic area or group. 
Members need to be baptised Catholics who participate in the life and the worship of the parish, who have a loving concern for the parish and are willing to be part of a parish leadership group.
What does our Pastoral Council do?
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The primary ministry of our Parish Pastoral Council is to collaborate in planning the way forward for the parish at its given time.
“Feed my sheep"

John 21:15

It is concerned with issues that affect the lives of parishioners rather than the administration or financial management of the parish. 
Areas of pastoral concern, which particularly affects our Parish Pastoral Council consist of 

· proclamation of the Word of God
· faith formation and catechesis

· liturgy, justice and peace

· family life

· evangelisation
· caring for the sick and the bereaved
· encouraging parishioners to become actively involved in the mission of the church

In essence, the Parish Pastoral Council is concerned with fulfilling the mission of Christ in our community and attending to all that affects the faith life of our parish community.
What is the role of a Member?
All members have an important part to play in the workings of the Parish Pastoral Council.                        
Their role includes:
· Actively listening to the needs and the concerns of the parishioners; 

· Attending monthly meetings;
· Providing feedback from one of the Council’s sub committees;
· Taking part in discussion; 

· Taking a community view of issues and focussing on what is the best option for the whole parish;
· Offering items for the agenda;

· Carrying out tasks to which they have committed themselves.
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Parish Pastoral Council member ?  Me ?
Why not me !
