. /Come up and. get it, you lazy fucker, 1 sa fi
_ _’lltell hesays G ST N R
" You 'won't,” 1 say, and go back up to the kitchen, where I spoon
garden peason to his plate because he won't eat-turmp or’ cabbage hke
therestof 18} = : ‘
Evemngs, bag-and.d homework on the kltchen
tabl while Ma watches the telev151on we hl.'re wiriter; On Tuesdays
‘she makesa blg potiof tea befoxe elgh‘l‘ o’clock and sits at the range and
. herself to. the program.me where A man teaches a woma.n hoW to

Durmg the break her eyes leave the screen and travel ilnth longmg to
the top. she].f- of the dresser, whe.re she has ludden the spare key to the

fchanthat

Iwake t dawn and Mammy is alre ’d hghtmg the hre, knee].mg on |

radw, chops onions: a.nd parsley W].’IJ.IE I grate a pla.m lo_af-mto crumbs
Seamus: and Da: come down and: mveshgate the parcels under the

_._duck when adart ﬂ1es past my head
: ‘Ha' Ha" says Seamus i
G ’Bul]seye, says Da




horns,_and' The Nerve M: ‘an i out front, ]
- Matnmyand I _ou ontheﬂoorfor I

I am: fed up bemg treated like a chlld I w:sh Twas blg I wush I could"
'-'51t bes1de the fire:and be ca]led up to d.mner and draw mangles, ].lck the .|
'mbs of spec1a1 penculs it =behmd the. Wheel of a-car: and: have someone_ '
open gates that I could dnve through Vrum' Vrum1 I’d g1ve her the _' '

Echpped toothbrush in parnt an splattered ‘her' She. aéks rne o fasten_ '
. the catch on; her sm.ng of: pea.rIs I used,,to stand ork the bed domg thls,'

g
“cow:dies and. th_e track comes: to take 1t away omethmg i don t fu]Iy-
erstan b Ehappenmg, asifab ‘

cowboy boots to make hml taller
’Don’t tnp up J.n your I‘ugh heels, I say

get'out, that the snow

er: good clothes I ve ‘ ‘
.ove) "ina.n i the stage is: blowmgtus trumpet ‘

o My father hold _my hand ght, like 1

have neVer=seen them touch Once I took a fnend ups al.rs‘ 0 show her
~the; house : l

fOh: hokey, hokey, pokey" :

Work: of.f them: turkey dinriers; shake,off tham plum: puddmgs' ‘
'_'shouts The Nerves Moran and even the ‘ballroom shiow-offs give up: ot | |
thieir ﬁgures .of eight and 'do the: twist and ]1ve around a.nd Lshiminy:;,

-and: gave,me stale cake wh11e shé took h:m mto the 51ttmg room; to 1 The band picks: up the: pace
: showr him her Tiew: sulte of furmture Miss Emma Ienkms, whi always
,makes a fry and. drlnks coffee: mstead of tea. a.nd never has a: sweet
thing i in the’ house because of her gastric juices.::




Chnstmas tt'ees, sheets of newspaper ‘held dowri on the wmdscreens of !

L Have s you got a pam'?’ he says to her
. She looks straight ahead. R R
< s that door stuck or. what?’ he says Nl

: jttmg smaller It feels asiif _e_ trees are movmg _the.'
: chestnut tree: whose Breen; hands shelter us m summer is backing : away.:

{Then T realise it’s_the .cat. We- are: Tolling; sliding backwards: No

“haridbrake and: Tamnot out there putung ‘the'stone behind: the wheel :
‘And thatjs when Mammy gets behind the wheel: She slides over ifito”
‘;my father s seat the dnver 8 seat, ‘and puts her: foot on the brake We- : :
“stop going backwaids. She revs up'the engine and piits the car in'gear. |
- The:gear-box: grmds she hasn't the. clisteh ini far: enough:~ but then: ‘
‘there’sa splutter and we'removing: Mammy s ta.kmgus forward past 7]
<the: San '31gn East my father; who'has stopped: singing; through the: ‘
'. —"oPen gates She drives: ug. through the snow~covered weods I can sme]l B

P de i stand there, clutch.mg h15 hat

= Wllhaml evor Pnze (]udged.-by revor), -Edge’ Hil Prlze ari the‘|
Macaulay Fellowshlp Her story Foster won the Davy Bymes Award,| |

ey he 8 angry,-lets on nhe's ina good _ umotr when he 5 ragmg" The.
lights-of the town’ hind: us now: These roads are dark: We: pass
“Houses: with': ]ghted candIes JIRE the Wmdows, bulbs bhnkmg on ‘




